
For 36 years, The Economic Development Institute has been South 
Carolina’s leading economic development education program for 
those individuals that support economic development activities in 
their counties and communities. 
Offering a highly interactive curriculum, The Institute affords 
attendees a “hands-on” economic development learning experience.

February 5-6 / North Augusta
April 30-May 1 / Conway
August 6-7 / Greer
November 5-6 / Beaufort
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2026 SOUTH CAROLINA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE

What is The Institute?
The South Carolina Economic Development Institute–
The Institute–is South Carolina’s leading economic 
development education program for the non-economic 
development professional. A thirty-four year partnership between 
the South Carolina Economic Developers’Association (SCEDA) 
and the South Carolina Department of Commerce, The Institute 
has provided economic development training for nearly 1,800 
county and municipal leaders from across South Carolina.

The Institute serves to educate those who support and 
participate in economic development activities in their counties 
while providing unique and innovative  development approaches 
for implementation in local communities. Attendees who 
successfully complete each of the 2025 Institute’s four sessions 
will earn a certificate and become a member of a very exclusive 
group of South Carolina’s leadership.*

Who Should Attend The Institute?
The Institute is open to participants from a wide variety of 
organizations and entities:
	 • City, Town, and County Councils and Staff members
	 • Local Economic Development Practitioners
	 • County Economic Development Boards
	 • County School Boards
	 • Regional Economic Development Boards
	 • Utility Companies
	 • Local/State Government
	 • Banks
	 • Private Sector Entities involved in economic or 
	   business development

Professional Development
Opportunity
Individuals seeking re-certification points for their South Carolina 
Certified Economic Developer accreditation or other members 
of South Carolina Economic Developers’ Association (SCEDA) 
simply seeking professional development opportunities will be 
able to attend any sessions of the The Institute that they find 
appealing. Five seats per session will be made available on a first 
come/first serve basis. Registration fee is $450/per session.

Institute Fee – $500/session or 
$1,800 Paid in Full
Includes all necessary classroom materials, cost of instructors, 
breakfast, and lunch. Local accommodations will be made 
available to attendees after registering for all or any sessions at an 
attractive rate. Lodging, transportation to and from The Institute 
along with the costs of dinner will be the responsibility of the 
attendee.

2026 Institute Sessions
The Institute is comprised of four two-day sessions held in various 
locations around the state to provide a more “hands-on” educational 
experience.

*Special note: Attendees expecting to successfully complete The 
Institute are required to attend all four sessions of The Institute 
during the same year in consecutive order beginning with Session 1.

The 2026 Institute will be limited to 65 participants.
                                                                                                                      

SESSION I – LEADERSHIP AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS
February 5 - 6 - North Augusta, South Carolina
Session I will provide participants with the tools to build personal 
leadership skills as well as methods to assess their community leadership. 
Attendees will gain personal communication skills and techniques 
necessary for interaction with the press and the public.
                                                                                                                      

SESSION II – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
April 30 - May 1 - Conway, South Carolina 
Participants in Session II will not only learn the importance of 
community development, but will also see first-hand how city officials 
and business leaders continue to create an evolving economy.
                                                                                                                      

SESSION III – BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
August 6 - 7 - Greer, South Carolina
Session III will offer participants the basic elements necessary for making
decisions when recruiting business and industry.                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                      

SESSION IV – PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT
November 5 - 6 - Beaufort, South Carolina
The final Institute session will focus on the basics counties must 
provide to be competitive in the business and industry recruitment 
game. Attendees will gain insight into such subject matter as: water 
and wastewater infrastructure, available industrial buildings as well as 
the importance of having ready and available industrial sites and other 
necessary development components.

Topics are subject to change based on speaker availability.

For additional information about The Institute, please contact, 
the SC Economic Developers’Association at (803) 929-0305 or 
info@sceda.org.
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 Register me for ALL 2026 Institute Sessions I-IV	
    (Limited to 65 participants)

SCEDA cannot guarentee space availbility for those 
who submit paper registration forms. For accurate space 
availability, register for the 2026 SCEDA Institute through 
www.sceda.org

SC Economic Development Institute Session:

Session I – Leadership and Communication Skills
    February 5 - 6, North Augusta, SC
Session II – Community Development
    April 30 - May 1, Conway, SC
Session III – Business & Industrial Development
    August 6 - 7, Greer, SC
Session IV – Product Development
    November 5 - 6, Beaufort, SC
Check or Money Order Enclosed for: $________________
Send Invoice __________________

Check payments should be made to:
SC ECONOMIC DEVELOPERS’ ASSOCIATION

MAILING ADDRESS
Mail or scan and e-mail registration and payments to:
SC Economic Developers Assocation | Attn: The Institute
PO Box 80994 | Charleston, SC 29416
E-mail: info@sceda.org

*Signature: 

Date: 

Registration Form 2026 SOUTH CAROLINA ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE

 Enclosed: $1,800 for all sessions
 OR Invoice me 30 days prior to each session. $500 per session.
*Per my signature, I understand and agree that I am responsible
for the total payment during the 2026 year and that payment will be 
made prior to my attending each session.

 Session I – February 5 - 6
         Enclosed: Full Amount
         Invoice me for $500. Payment due by 1/15/26.
  Session II – April 30 - May 1
        Enclosed: Full Amount
        Invoice me for $500. Payment due by 4/15/26.
  Session III – August 6 - 7
        Enclosed: Full Amount
        Invoice me for $500. Payment due by 7/15/26.
  Session IV – November 5 - 6
        Enclosed: Full Amount
        Invoice me for $500. Payment due by 10/15/26.

 VISA    MasterCard    AmericanExpress

Expiration Date  CVV Code 

Card Number 

Name of Cardholder 

Billing Address 

City, State, Zip 

  Institute Candidate             	   SCCED Re-Certification	   Single Session Attendee
       Attending 2026 Sessions I-IV 	     Year SCCED earned  _________	     (No Institute Certificate earned)
       (Limited to 65 participants) 	     Year of last SCCED Re-certification _________

Name ( Mr.  Ms.  Mrs.)                                                                                         Nickname                                                                   

Title                                                                                                    Organization                                                                                         

Address                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Phone                                                                                                 Email                                                                                                    

Please select one of the following: (online registration form available at www.sceda.org)


